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ctor 1st Trombone
1st Eb Alt@one 2nd Trombone (Optional)

2nd Ep Altg,Saxophone Guitar Chords

Tst Nr axophone Guitar (Optional)
2 nor Saxophone (Optional) Piano

t B¥Trumpet Bass
b Trumpet (Optional) Drums

Optional/Alternate Parts
1st C Flute
2nd CFlute
1st Bb Clarinet
2nd Bb Clarinet
Eb Baritone Saxophone
Tuba (Doubles Bass)
Horn in F (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Baritone Horn T.C./Bb Tenor Saxophone (Doubles 1st Trombone)
Auxiliary Percussion



NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Feliz Navidad, a Spanish phrase meaning “Merry Christmas” (literally “Happy Nativity”), was written in 1
internationally known singer/song writer José Feliciano. José was born blind, to humble beginnings in Lares, P
His family immigrated to New York City where young José taught himself to play the guitar with undau
and nothing but records as his teacher, practicing for as many as 14 hours a day. Exposed to the
José was then inspired to sing. The rest of his career is a success story. José Feliciano is recognize
to cross over into the English music market, opening the doors to others who now play an impor
music industry.

This arrangement is written in the Latin-rock style. The opening statement introduces a tutti section with a ve
syncopated rhythmic pattern. The same rhythmic pattern appears throughout the chart
this rhythmic figure, consider engaging the entire ensemble in a simple repetitive h
to clap the rhythmic pattern in measures 1-3 and then from measure 5 to the down

ith slight variations. ck-in
ing activity. Direct the group

@:n of the basic

percussion p ed accurately. The

s
o the writt a’&rns.
>

Starting with the pickups to 25, the dynamic level goes up a an xiliary
introduces the large muffled cowbell. Notice that the neckdand of the cowbe

pitches with the neck being the higher pitch and the mou
these instruments.

The drumset solo fills should be played aggressively but not too loud. Ensure tha
rock pattern in the drumset part and the simple 2-3 clave pattern in th
Latin instruments should not be allowed to play freely but insgd sho

art drops the guiro, but
ayed for the two different
t how to properly hold and play

he lo itch. Ch

t the small cowbell solo. The small cowbell can be mounted to the

At measure 48, direct the drumset player to brj
y the figure @voodblock. Measures 49-63 denote the initial

drumset if desired. If no small cowbell, the pl
rhythmic configuration with the drumset play o]

as been written for all winds. This section can feature
e entire ensemble. Work on articulations and phrasing.

For the solos section at measures 65
one or more soloists, parti

suggested unis
bination thereo

>
oD
v

Enjoy!

—Victor Lopez

.9‘

Victor
Lopez

Victor Lépez is a highly acclaimed
educator, composer, arranger, and
adjudicator. He holds music degrees
from the University of Florida and
Florida International University, with
an Ed.D. in Educational Administration
and Supervision.
as director of bands at the middle
and senior high school levels and
as an administrator in the Miami-
Dade County Public Schools. He has
recorded and performed with various
artists and has appeared in numerous
music videos. He has over 450
compositions/arrangements published
as an exclusive composer, arranger and
clinician for Alfred Music.

He has served
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