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program notes
Composed and scored over a three-year period (1916-1919), Percy Grainger’s CHILDREN’S 
MARCH represents a departure from march fare of the time.  Its playful compound duple-meter, 
engagingly buoyant themes, and extensive use of the tonal colors of the low winds set it apart as 
pure Grainger at his innovative best.

The work is interestingly inscribed “For my playmate beyond the hills,” who was in all likelihood 
Karen Holten.  After being introduced, she and Grainger developed a relationship, mostly by mail.  
They probably would have married had it not been for his mother’s overbearing and possessive 
personality.

As was the case with many of his works, Grainger also made a two-piano (four-hand) version of 
CHILDREN’S MARCH as well as an excerpted arrangement for solo piano.

This is an abridged concert band arrangement prepared from Grainger’s original edition, preserving 
the integrity of the work while maximizing its practicality.  The many note, articulation, and dynamic 
incongruities have been sorted out and the scoring has been reinforced, making the work highly 
playable and accessible.

Please note:  Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an  automatic high-speed 
system.  The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order.  We hope this 
will not present any difficulty for you in distributing the parts.  Thank you for your understanding.

INSTRUMENTATION
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