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1— Condensed Score 92— 2nd Bb Cornet
6— Flute & Piccolo 2 3rd Bb Cornet
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3— 1st Bb Clarinet 1-3rd Hornin F
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& Eb Contrabass Clarinet 38— Snare Drum & Field Drum
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KENNETH ALFORD

KENNETH ALFORD FOOTNOTING HISTORY

Kenneth Alford’s arresting title, ARMY OF THE NILE, evokes the past with his
customary and telling dedication to a time in history when British soldiers were
gathered in this part of Africa. Why they were there is a subject long passed into the
record of the 20th century.

In this however musically simple but highly convincing and stylistic little essay in
march form, Kenneth J. Alford (1881-1945) expresses all that words cannot say of
what an Army of the Nile must have been all about. And here’s music written in great
contrast by a man at the height of his craft, a piece that is clearly Aés in a style of march
composition unlike that of any other composer: those marvelous bass-lines, “simple”
scales, flashing attacks and striking contrasts - major/minor - add to a musically pleas-
ant and unique aggressivencss.

The Army of the Nile and what it represented have passed, of course — but, again,
the music survives the occasions, the purpose, the moment, and provides expression
that superscedes press comment and historical entry. With ARMY OF THE NILE I invite
you to join Kenneth Alford in a review of those minutes of history as only music can
record them.

— Frederick Fennell
Tokyo, 1988

Duration: 4 minutes
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